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SAUL: ISRAEL ASKS FOR A KING

1 Samuel 8-10, 13:2-15, 15:1-23, 16:1-13, 2 Samuel 5:1-12

The last judge to rescue the children of Israel was a man named Samuel.  When he was a boy, God spoke to Samuel and told him what was going to happen in the future.  As he grew up, God was with him and everything he said came true so all the people knew that Samuel was God’s prophet.
When Samuel was old, the Israelites said to him, “We want a king like the other nations have.” 

Samuel was not happy about this, but God said to him, “The Israelites have rejected me as king.  Ever since I brought them out of Egypt, they have turned away from Me to worship other gods.  So just give them what they want.   But warn them how they will be ruled by kings.”
Samuel tried to change the people’s minds. He said, “A king will make your sons fight in his army.  He will take your best fields and your best livestock, too.  You will be his slaves.”  

But they ignored him.  “No, No.  We want a king like the other nations, a king to lead us into battle.”  

Then God led Samuel to a young man named Saul.  Samuel anointed him with oil to dedicate him, saying “The Lord anoints you as ruler of His people Israel.” 

Then Samuel presented Saul to the people, and they shouted, “Long live the King.”

Saul did help Israel defeat its enemies (people the Israelites had failed to drive out), but he began to trust in himself rather than in the Lord.  Once, instead of waiting on Samuel, the priest of the Lord, to offer a sacrifice before battle, he got impatient and afraid and did it himself.  God was angry.

Another time God spoke through Samuel and told Saul to attack the Amalekites to avenge them for attacking Israel in the past. They were idol worshippers. God said, “Destroy everything, even the livestock.”  But Saul and his men did not kill the enemy’s king, and they kept the best animals. Saul even set up a monument to honor himself.  

After the battle, Samuel went to Saul. When Saul saw him coming, he said to him, “Blessed be the Lord! I have fulfilled God’s command!”  

So Samuel said, “What then is this sound of sheep and cattle in my ears?”  

Saul replied, “Oh, my men kept the best livestock to sacrifice to the Lord your God.  But we destroyed everything else!  We obeyed God!”

“Stop!” ordered Samuel. “Do you think the Lord loves sacrifices more than obedience? Obedience is better than sacrifice. Rebellion and pride are as bad as idol worship. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as King.”
